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NYC Elected Officials & Community Members 

Call for Gov. Cuomo to Drop “Monitor” 

Proposal, Issue Executive Order for Special 

Prosecutor in Killings by Police 

Group urges that New York implement 

recommendation of Obama task force, families of 

police violence victims 

New York, NY – New York City council members, the surviving family members of New 

Yorkers killed by police, and community members called for Governor Cuomo to drop his 

proposal to appoint a “monitor” and instead immediately issue an executive order for a special 

prosecutor in killings by police. The New York City Council’s Progressive Caucus and the co-

chairs and members of the Black, Latino & Asian Caucus sent letters to the governor urging him 

to take immediate action on the special prosecutor.  

“The deaths of unarmed Black men by law enforcement in our city – Eric Garner, Ramarley 

Graham and others – demonstrates that there needs to be changes in our policing practices in 

order to build trust in our communities of color,” said Council Member Andy King, Co-Chair 

of the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus. “Accountability is the most important thing that needs 

to be established to improve community and police relations, and a special prosecutor is a road 

that gets us there.”  

“Given the high death rates of unarmed civilians at the hands of law enforcement agents in New 

York, I strongly advise Governor Cuomo to address this problem by granting the authority to act 

as a Special Prosecutor, in such cases, to the Attorney General,” said Council Member 

Donovan Richards, Co-Chair of the Progressive Caucus. “As legislators we have a moral 

obligation to protect the lives of all New Yorkers with absolutely no exceptions. Let us fulfill 

this obligation by creating an independent prosecutor through an executive order and prevent the 

further loss of life at the hands of police for current and subsequent generations.” 

“I call on Governor Cuomo to issue an executive order that would allow the Attorney General of 

the State of New York to act as a Special Prosecutor for all cases involving the death of a civilian 

by a police officer,” said Councilwoman Rosie Mendez, co-chair of the New York City 

Council Black, Latino & Asian Caucus. “The presence of a Special Prosecutor would ensure 

tel:646.214.1031
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','mandela@changethenypd.org');


the appearance and a certain level of independence in investigating these cases. In too many 

instances, we sit and wait for justice in these tragic incidents like the cases of Eric Garner, 

Ramarley Graham, and Anthony Baez.” 

The demand by New York City council members also coincided with the launch of an online 

petition directed at Governor Cuomo by national civil rights organization ColorOfChange, which 

has been a strong voice for police accountability throughout the country. Just yesterday, Valerie 

Bell – the mother of Sean Bell, who was unjustly killed in a 2006 police shooting, testified 

before a New York State Assembly hearing on criminal justice reform about the need for a 

special prosecutor instead of the governor’s proposed “monitor.” 

“Over and over again we have seen the system fail,” said Loyda Colon, Co-Director of the 

Justice Committee. “Some of the families have been fighting for justice for decades, while 

police officers continue to kill our loved ones with impunity. This is not a matter of politics or 

public opinion, it's a matter of life and death. The families and all New Yorkers need change 

now, and the Governor can accomplish this by enacting an executive order to establish a special 

prosecutor for all cases in which police use deadly force.” 

"From Ferguson to New York, it has become clear that we cannot blindly put faith in 

prosecutors' ability to remain impartial when addressing major crimes committed by local police 

with whom they closely work," said Council Member Vanessa L. Gibson (D-16th District, 

Bronx).  "Today, I am proud to stand with my colleagues as we urge Governor Cuomo to 

appoint a special prosecutor in cases where civilians are killed by police and demand equanimity 

among the prosecution of cops and civilians.  These highly charged, highly sensitive cases 

deserve to be tried without any potential bias and must truly provide an avenue for the victim's 

voice to be heard. It is my hope the Governor recognizes that the appointment of a special 

prosecutor will allow us to refocus our attention on finding solutions to overaggressive policing 

and will go a long way in restoring the public's shaken faith in the criminal justice system." 

“No one – including police officers – should be above the law. But it is clear that the criminal 

justice system in its current form is not equipped to handle cases in which civilians are killed by 

police officers,” said Council Member Ritchie Torres. “In order to ensure police 

accountability, New York needs a Special Prosecutor that can conduct truly independent 

investigations.” 

"Our current system -- with local district attorneys prosecuting their colleagues in the local 

police department -- denies justice to victims of police killings. We owe them a fair trial and an 

unbiased prosecutor. I hope Governor Cuomo will hear the outcry of the public and the nation 

and ensure that the Office of the Attorney General acts as Special Prosecutor for all cases of 

civilian killings by police officer," said Council Member Helen Rosenthal. 

The renewed calls in New York for a special prosecutor come on the heels of President Obama’s 

Task Force on 21
st
 Century recommending the use of prosecutors who are independent and 

external of local district attorneys last week in its report. Twenty surviving family members of 18 

New Yorkers killed by the police recently wrote to Governor Cuomo urging that he issue an 

executive order to authorize the assignment of a special prosecutor. 
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“An ‘independent monitor’ to review local prosecutors’ Grand Jury presentations long after the 

fact and perhaps conduct an independent investigation late - if at all - is not enough to secure 

swift justice for victims of police misconduct,” said Justine Luongo, Attorney in Charge of 

the Criminal Defense Practice for Legal Aid Society. “We join the 18 families who wrote the 

Governor last month in continuing to demand an immediate Executive Order creating a special 

prosecutor’s office followed by legislation re-establishing a permanent Special Prosecutor’s 

office in New York State.” 

Across the country, the recent police killings of unarmed people of color – primarily Black and 

Latino – at the hands of police have not only brought scrutiny on police use of force but also on 

the failure of the justice system to subject officers to legal consequences. National experts have 

recognized that local district attorneys – who collaborate with and depend upon police 

departments on a daily basis – have a systemic conflict-of-interest which is an overwhelming 

impediment to justice in these cases.   

“Governor Cuomo's proposal for an ‘independent monitor’ is a distraction from justice and will 

not do enough to ensure that those who have been killed by the police get a fair day in court,” 

said Alyssa Aguilera, Political Director of VOCAL-NY. “We stand with the families who 

have lost loved ones to police violence, and call for the Governor to immediately appoint a 

special prosecutor for all cases of police killings.”  

In New York State, these tragedies and subsequent injustices are all too familiar, spanning 

decades. In the dozens of cases where police killed unarmed New Yorkers throughout the state 

over the past decades, the vast majority have resulted in either no attempt for an indictment, 

failed indictments or failed prosecutions by the local criminal justice system. In New York City, 

which makes up the majority of these cases, there have been only three indictments and one 

conviction of an officer for unjustly killing a civilian – that officer was sentenced to no jail time. 

“We are dealing with an antiquated justice system where grand jury decisions are hidden behind 

closed doors and clouded with half-truths and bias,” said NYC Council Member Mark Levine 

(D – Manhattan). “We will continue to fail those we have sworn to protect until our court 

system is impartial and only acts within the highest levels of integrity. We call upon Governor 

Cuomo to bring fairness back into the courts by appointing special prosecutors without vested 

interests and hold those responsible accountable for their actions.”  
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