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Elected Officials, Community Groups, Environmental Advocates 

Push to Pass Plastic Bag Waste Reduction Bill by Earth Day 

 

Growing coalition of supporters includes Council’s Sanitation Committee Chair  

and 70 organizations across NYC. Communities of color, environmental justice 

advocates and residents of outer boroughs call for action on bill. 

 

New York – A steadily growing coalition of elected officials, community organizations, civic 

groups, environmental justice advocates, students and concerned New Yorkers rallied on the 

steps of City Hall in support of the Council’s bill to dramatically reduce carryout bag waste in 

New York City.  

 

The coalition rallied today to pass Intro 209 by Earth Day, citing the harmful effects that plastic 

bag pollution has on the city’s waterways, storm drains, recycling plants, and wildlife, the 

millions of dollars the City spends each year to send plastic bag waste to landfills, growing 

islands of plastic waste in the oceans, and the disproportionate impact of bag waste on low-

income communities. 

 

The bill, sponsored by Council Member’s Brad Lander (Brooklyn), Margaret Chin 

(Manhattan), Donovan Richards (Queens), and Public Advocate Letitia James will require 

retail and grocery stores to charge 10 cents per single-use plastic or paper bag. Hundreds of cities 

around the U.S. and around the world have implemented charges on single-use bags, resulting in 

60% to 90% reductions as people begin bringing reusable bags. 
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“New Yorkers use 9 billion – yes, 9 billion – single-use plastic bags every year. They clog our 

trees and storm drains and recycling plants, pollute our oceans, and cost millions to send to 

landfills, said Council Member Brad Lander. Luckily, hundreds of other cities have shown the 

way forward. With a small charge in place, the vast majority of New Yorkers of all incomes, in 

all neighborhoods, will start bringing reusable bags. In a short time, we’ll reduce bag waste 60 to 

90%.”    

"As our coalition continues to grow and more New Yorkers recognize just how easy it is to curb 

the wasteful and costly use of disposable plastic bags, it's clear that our city is ready to move 

forward," said Council Member Margaret Chin. "In diverse communities all across the city, 

residents of all backgrounds say they're ready to make the simple shift to reusable bags. Let's 

take this historic step to reduce the waste stream in every New York City community by joining 

so many other cities in the worldwide effort to cut back on plastic bags." 

Earlier this month, over 70 community groups, environmental justice advocates and other 

organizations sent a letter to Mayor Bill de Blasio and Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito calling for 

passage of the bill by Earth Day (see attached).  

 

The bill was widely supported at a public hearing before the Council’s Sanitation Committee last 

November. After witnessing strong support for the bill, several new community groups and 

Council Members, including City Council Sanitation Committee Chair Antonio Reynoso, 

have added their support to the bill. Council Members from across the city turned out on the 

steps at today’s rally to call for action on the bill: 

 

“The precedent set by dozens of other municipalities is clear,” said Council Member Donovan 

Richards, Chair to the Committee on Environmental Protection. “Adding a small charge to 

plastic bags challenges consumers to reconsider the necessity of and discourages the use of 

plastic bags. As New York City contends with the difficulties of rethinking waste and 

environmental sustainability, we must support initiatives that test convention. Once again I 

applaud the leadership taken by my colleagues Council Members Lander and Chin to address the 

high environmental toll that bags place upon our city.” 

 

"Int. 209 strikes an important balance to protect our environment, our small businesses, and our 

neighbors. We all have an obligation to be good stewards of the environment, said Public 

Advocate Letitia James. “Reducing plastic bags in New York City will diminish the detrimental 

impact that these bags have on our environment. Doing so will also save the city millions of 

dollars -- disposal of plastic bags costs our city approximately $12.5 million annually. In 

addition, this legislation will positively impact local businesses by reducing the number of bags 

that retail stores have to purchase and enabling these businesses to earn a small fee when bags 

are sold to customers. Finally, to ensure that we educate and equip the most needy among us, this 

legislation requires robust outreach, education and provision of reusable bags for needy New 

Yorkers.” 

 

“I am proud to join my colleagues in sponsoring Intro. 209 which will aid in reducing waste 

across the 5 boroughs,” said Council Member Antonio Reynoso. “I’ve witnessed firsthand the 

problems plastic bags generate in our recycling process; nearly half of the employees at the 



SIMS recycling facility are tasked with removing contaminants from our recycling stream, 

majority being plastic bags. We’ve seen in other progressive cities where a small fee 

significantly reduces usage and has not caused adverse impacts on low income populations. As 

Chair of the Sanitation Committee, I am committed to ensuring that our sanitation system is 

efficient and environmentally responsible. I believe passing this bill will play a crucial step in 

achieving these priorities.” 

 

Advocates from the top environmental organizations across New York added their support for 

fast action on the bill: 

 

"Carryout bags are not free. Every New Yorker pays when we see our trees, streets and 

playgrounds littered with plastic bags," said Marcia Bystryn, President of New York League 

of Conservation Voters. "The disposable bags bill asks New Yorkers to pause for a second. 

When asked if you need a carryout bag, the choice will be yours. That pause can make a world of 

a difference for cleaner streets, a greener city and a healthier environment." 

 

"Legislation once viewed as unpopular, like the city’s pooper scooper law requiring dog owners 

to pick up after their pets and 2003’s ban on smoking in city bars and restaurants, are now seen 

by all New Yorkers as common sense, practical and visionary measures, said Saleen Shah, 

Director of Communications, Citizens Committee for New York City. So too will the bill to 

dramatically reduce single-use bags go down in NYC history as common sense and practical. If 

places like Mexico City, India, Myanmar, Bangladesh, and Rwanda can ban plastic bags, surely 

we can do our part to break the plastic bag addiction. And as progressive New Yorkers, let us 

remain aligned with the vision of a cleaner urban environment and PlaNYC 2030, and not with 

the vision of the plastic bag industry.” 

 

"Some opponents of the bill have called for increased efforts towards plastic bag recycling. 

Plastic bag recycling is used as a red herring by the plastics industry to stall meaningful 

regulations like fees and bans," said Jennie R. Romer, Esq., attorney and founder of 

plasticbaglaws.org. "We've seen this tactic play out all over the country and the only thing that 

such attempts ever succeed at is delaying real action. This is a classic example of greenwashing 

and preys upon people's natural inclination to see recycling as something positive and 'green' but 

the truth is that plastic bag recycling rates are incredibly low (under or around 5%) and, more 

importantly, there's virtually no market for the used plastic bags currently collected." 

 

"Supporting this bill is supporting cleaner communities and a greener future for New York City," 

said Kizzy Charles-Guzman, Policy Director for The Nature Conservancy's NYC Program. 

"At The Nature Conservancy, we work to protect the lands and waters on which all life depends. 

This proposal would dramatically reduce solid waste and toxic pollution from single-use bags -- 

a win for New Yorkers of all backgrounds and for nature. Mayor De Blasio has the chance to 

take a huge step forward for conservation this Earth Day 2015.” 

"From Los Angeles, to Dallas, to Chicago, to Washington D.C., cities across the country are 

taking action to reduce plastic bag litter and pollution.  How can New York call itself a leader in 

sustainability if it can't find a way to reduce the number of plastic bags blowing across our 



streets, hanging in our trees and polluting our waters?" said Eric A. Goldstein, NYC 

Environment Director at the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

 

Representatives from New York’s environmental justice organizations spoke out about the 

unequal impacts of wasteful plastic bag use in New York’s low-income communities: 

 

Eddie Bautista, Executive Director of the NYC Environmental Justice Alliance said, "The 

NYC Environmental Justice Alliance remains proud to support the City Council's Plastic Bag 

Reduction bill. We hope to see this bill passed – and passed by Earth Day, because it supports 

both our long-term goal to both reduce waste as well as reduce impacts on the low-income 

communities of color that handle the vast majority of NYC's waste. Roughly 100,000 tons of 

plastic bags are handled by NYC's waste system every year -- this represents a tremendous 

burden on both the environment and on the environmental justice communities where waste 

transfer stations are disproportionately located. We are pleased to note that Council Member 

Lander has addressed potential impacts on low-income New Yorkers by exempting SNAP/WIC 

transactions from the fee and committing to distribution of free, reusable bags in low-income 

neighborhoods." 

 

“We are proud to support legislation that will reduce the billions of plastic bags that enter our 

waste stream annually, and we hope to see this bill passed by Earth Day,” said Angela Tovar, 

Director of Policy and Research for Sustainable South Bronx. “The usage of plastic bags 

contributes to a slew of environmental challenges in communities such as the South Bronx. 

Decreasing plastic bag usage will promote the city's environment while simultaneously leading 

to cost savings for the City by reducing the millions of dollars spent annually on transporting 

plastic bag waste. As representatives of the South Bronx, an area that handles 23% of the city’s 

overall waste, we embrace any effort to divert materials from the waste stream and we strongly 

believe that this legislation will lead to a number of positive environmental and economic 

outcomes for the City. The council should pass this bill – and pass it right away. 
 

Erick Bruzaitis from OUTRAGE said, “The plastic bag bill is a fundamental step in the right 

direction for a more sustainable waste reduction in New York City. Our neighborhoods in North 

Brooklyn are overburden by all the waste transfer stations that process almost 40% of New York 

City waste. OUTRAGE calls for fair distribution of waste transfer stations throughout the City, 

and we call on the Council and Mayor DeBlasio to sign into law this legislation.”  

 

“The approach of Earth Day usually brings the issue of environmental justice to the forefront. It 

helps us to assess the work we have done and ask the question “what else can we do to grow 

equity and for all?” Reducing waste is an important equity principle because it reduces garbage 

and pests that are rife in our communities, reduces the truck trips to waste transfer stations 

generally located in our cities Environmental Justice (EJ) neighborhoods, and it reduces the 

amount of waste that New York City will exported to landfills generally located in other EJ 

communities around the country. A reduction in the use of plastic bags is a necessary step in the 

process of making the communities we fight for everyday cleaner and healthier,” said Peggy 

Shepard, executive director, WE ACT For Environmental Justice. 

 



Council Members, advocates, and students from across the city, pointed out environmental 

injustices caused by plastic bags, the high environmental cost of wasteful plastic bag use, and the 

urgency with which these issues need to be addressed: 

 

"As responsible adults, it's our responsibility to change our carbon footprint, said Lorraine 

Brown, NYCHA Section 8 Representativ. “We could start by reducing our use of plastic 

bags.  It's estimated that every New Yorker uses 624 bags per year.  Other major cities, such as 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland, and the District of Columbia have reduced bag waste 

through legislation. Please support Intro 209, since it would help us reduce plastic bag waste that 

is not recyclable.” 

“We often speak about issues of equity, but true equity comes through legislation like this, to 

curb the needless production of waste. Communities like ours in Southeast Queens have been 

historically impacted by environmental injustices and are forced to process a disproportionate 

amount of New York City’s waste. However, by limiting plastic bag usage we may begin to 

address this problem,” said Council Member I. Daneek Miller. “Our community hosts regular 

clean-ups and during these sessions we find plastic bags strewn about. They are in our trees, 

clogging our gutters, and ruining our children’s playgrounds. For these reasons I strongly support 

Intro. 209 and thank Council Members Chin and Lander for their leadership on this issue.” 

 

“We support the coalition and the elected officials who want to see our city progress toward a 

sensible regulation of plastic bags,” said Tupper Thomas, Executive Director of New Yorkers 

for Parks. “Plastic bags create nuisances and eyesores, and interfere with trees and birds, in too 

many of our city’s parks.”  

 

Talya Karmen-Chan, a 5th grader at P.S. 146, Brooklyn New School, said,  “Putting a 10 

cent charge on plastic bags would make people think twice before taking a bag that could clog 

the street drains and de-beautify our city.” 

 

"Single-use plastic bags live long after you’re done with them – clogging landfills, trees, 

waterways, and streets. We owe it to ourselves and to the environment to reduce our 

consumption of disposable bags, and this bill will get shoppers to be mindful of the financial and 

environmental cost of single-use plastic bags on our City," said Council Member Helen 

Rosenthal. 

 

“New York City creates 35,000 tons of waste each day and by and large deals with it in a highly 

polluting, inefficient and unfair way. There is a tremendous need to reform our solid waste 

management practices and getting plastic bags out of the waste stream is an important step 

forward,” said Erin George, Environmental Justice Program Advocate, New York Lawyers 

for the Public Interest. 

 

"This environment-friendly bill will serve to reduce the amount of plastic bags that clog up our 

landfills, dirty our streets, harm our wildlife, and harm our marine life," said Council Member 

Peter Koo. "As we approach the celebration of Earth Day, let's do something special for Mother 

Earth. Let's pass this important bill." 

 



"Surfrider Foundation is committed to reduce the impacts of plastics in the marine environment 

by raising awareness about the dangers of plastic pollution and by advocating for a reduction of 

single-use plastics and the recycling of all plastics. We urge New York City to rise above plastic 

and stand against plastic pollution in our city's streets, parks, beaches and waterways,” said John 

Coghlan, Rise Above Plastics Rep, Surfrider Foundation, NYC Chapter. 
 

Council Member Costa Constantinides said, "As we work to reach our commitment to reduce 

our carbon emissions by 80% by 2050, we must take every step we can to make our city more 

sustainable. INT 209 will help reduce the effects of climate change by reducing waste and 

encouraging the use of reusable goods. It will help us form sustainable habits on a citywide level. 

Single-use bags get caught in everything from trees to trash compactors. I join bill sponsors 

Council Members Lander and Chin as we call for the bill to be passed by Earth Day." 

New York’s waterways are cleaner than they have been in generations, with new species of fish 

and birds returning to our shores in droves. A fee on plastic bags is a big step toward improving 

the health of our shared waters, protecting marine life from entanglement or ingestion in natural 

areas like Jamaica Bay. Plastic bags can be mistaken for food, and their toxicity is known to 

cause death and reproductive failure in hundreds of species.  Let’s keep plastic out of the Harbor 

for a healthier, more vibrant New York waterfront,” said Roland Lewis, President & CEO of 

the Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance.  

“As Earth Day rapidly approaches, it is time we finally pass Intro 209. Other U.S. cities have 

similar initiatives in place that have shown great success in waste reduction,” said Council 

Member Mark Levine. “As a city that puts out 100,000 tons of trash each year from billions of 

plastic bags, it is time we take action with a plan of our own. Improper disposal of these bags is 

detrimental to our environment.” 

“From California to Italy to China, we have seen communities significantly reduce plastic 

pollution in their streets, parks, and waterways through disposable bag legislation. New York 

City cannot be a national leader on environmental protection and waste reduction while sending 

100,000 tons of plastic bags to landfills each year. It is time for NYC to join the global 

movement and pass BYOBag legislation,”said Jordan Christensen, Program Coordinator for 

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 

“It’s time for New York City to join other cities that have made the environmental choice to ban 

plastic bags,” said Council Member Daniel Dromm. "A 10 cent fee on plastic bags is smart 

legislation that keeps our most vulnerable communities in mind. The bill will exempt purchases 

made through SNAP/WIC as well as reduce our plastic bag garbage, which ends up in the many 

waste distribution plants in the outer boroughs." 

“Plastic bags are destroying our communities by polluting our oceans and waterways where 

dangerous toxins and plastics are finding their way into our food system. Limiting plastic bags at 

the source is essential in improving the health and well being of all New York City 

communities,” said Jeanne DuPont, Executive Director, Rockaway Waterfront Alliance. 

“The bill will be an incentive to encouraging all New Yorkers to bring their own cloth bags to 

stores and help us all to reduce our use of plastics. Other cities like San Francisco have passed 

similar bills. NYC should stand tall in leading our nation in reducing our use of plastics. It's the 

right thing to do!” 



“Long after we are gone from this Earth, discarded plastic bags will be floating in our oceans and 

littering our beaches,” said Council Member Corey Johnson. “It is our responsibility to devise 

more responsible waste management strategies. From a financial standpoint, New York City 

currently spends a wasteful $10 million annually to transport 100,000 tons of plastic bags to 

landfills.  Our legislation will help reduce the use of disposable carry out bags and encourage 

people to use paper or reusable bags. New York City is trailing other municipalities on 

eliminating plastic bag waste, and with this legislation, we will join other cities that have 

successfully reduced their use of plastic bags through similar per bag charges. I thank Council 

Member Margaret Chin for her leadership on this issue. It is imperative that we pass Int. 209 as 

we recognize Earth Day this April.”  

“Polluting plastic bags are literally everywhere, in our trees, our waters, and our marine food 

chain,” said Debby Lee Cohen, Director and Founder of Cafeteria Culture. “They are not 

going away unless we do something! NYC Council’s 2013 unanimous vote to ban Styrofoam 

was an incredible grassroots, plastic-pollution-reducing victory. Let’s keep going and rid our city 

of harmful plastic bag pollution for the benefit of our children and future generations.” 

“Earth Day is a national opportunity to demonstrate support for environmental protection. It 

seems only fitting that my colleagues in the City Council rally for Int. 209 to be passed by April 

22, 2015. I am confident that this innovative legislation will reduce the plastic bag waste that we 

see all too well our streets and in our parks, as well as pave the way for a more environmentally 

friendly New York City,” said Council Member Andrew Cohen. 

"The Lower East Side Ecology Center has a unique and comprehensive view of the negative 

impacts associated with disposable plastic bags because we are not only a provider of community 

based recycling programs, but we are also a stewardship group for neighborhood green space and 

the waters surrounding NYC,” said Daniel Tainow, Education Director, Lower East Side 

Ecology Center. “Therefore, we have directly observed the tremendous amount of plastic bags 

that residents throw away, as well as the bags that (even when thrown away in a trash receptacle) 

have become litter and wrap around the city’s trees, clog our sewers, and wreak havoc on aquatic 

ecosystems. Collecting and transporting the thousands of tons of disposable carryout bags for 

disposal in landfills adds millions of taxpayer dollars to our sanitation bill. Likewise, it costs the 

city both economically and environmentally when we have to clean the bags out of trees, deal 

with exacerbated sewage discharges, and clean up polluted waterways." 

“I am proud to support Intro 209, a bill that will put New York City on track to reduce waste and 

improve the environment by discouraging single-use carry out bags,” said Council Member 

Carlos Menchaca. “The use of plastic and paper bags in New York City creates widespread 

environmental issues, including greenhouse-gas emissions during production, waste and litter 

after use, and tremendous disposal costs. Intro 209 is a common sense measure, and we must 

move swiftly to pass this legislation. 

“New York Restoration Project has been revitalizing troubled parks for twenty years—and we’ve 

been removing plastic bags from tree branches for just as long,” said Deborah Marton, 

Executive Director of New York Restoration Project. “The environmentally destructive 

nature of plastic bags far outweigh their short-term convenience. The Council can significantly 

reduce their use across New York City by supporting Councilmember Chin and Lander’s bill.” 



"Ten cents is not too high a price to pay to reduce our plastic bags in trees, parks and landfills 

across New York City. This bill should pass before Earth Day, a day that reminds us that we are 

leaving this planet for the next generation. We owe it to them to take all reasonable steps to make 

our city greener and more sustainable," said Council Member Ben Kallos. 

 

"Single-use plastic bags are one of the most ubiquitous and recognizable forms of litter, and they 

cause unmistakable harm to our waterways, streams, and oceans," said Christopher Chin, 

founder and Executive Director of The Center for Oceanic Awareness, Research, and 

Education (COARE). "Luckily, they are also one of the easiest forms of single-use plastic to 

avoid, and this simple ordinance will help us recognize and overcome wasteful and harmful 

single-use habits. Modeled after effective legislation around the nation, this ordinance also 

provides flexibility so that consumers have a choice with their purchase."  

 

“By encouraging New Yorkers to use re-usable bags, this bill will not only reduce our overall 

environmental impact, it will also reduce the strain on low income communities of color that 

handle disproportionate amounts of New York City’s waste,” said Council Member Ritchie 

Torres.  

“It’s clear that now more than ever New York must tackle our waste problem starting with our 

usage of plastic bags. Each year New Yorkers use 5.2 billion plastic bags forcing the Sanitation 

Department to transport 100,000 tons of plastic bags every year. These free bags cost more than 

$10 million every year to transport their waste to landfills or replace the compactors they get 

stuck in.” said Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez. “By putting a 10-cent fee on plastic bags 

we can ensure that our city changes its culture and begins to rely on reusable, cloth bags instead. 

Through targeted outreach to areas that need it the most we have given out over 4,000 reusable 

bags to New Yorkers so that they can defer these costs. Our coalition looks forward to working 

with Community Based Organizations citywide to not only provide them free advertising, but 

also ensure that New Yorkers have a green means of transporting their goods.” 

“Plastic pollution not only leaches toxic chemicals into our river, but wildlife is harmed – 

sometimes fatally – when they mistake the bags for food,” says Dana Gulley, Manager of 

Outreach and Volunteer Programs at Riverkeeper. “We see a lot of plastic in the river during 

the Riverkeeper Sweep; everything from the tiny plastic discs on the inside of bottle caps to patio 

chairs, and of course, the ubiquitous plastic bag.” (Riverkeeper’s annual Sweep attracts 

thousands of volunteers each year to the shoreline of the Hudson – from Albany to New York 

City – and its tributaries. This year’s Sweep takes place May 9.) 
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