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Council Bike to Work Day 
 

Thursday, May 14th 2015 
 

New York, NY—May is National Bike Month and in the midst of Bike to Work Week, Council Members join 
constituents and leaders in the biking community for a celebration of the many benefits of cycling. The group 
advocates for the important opportunities biking provides including transportation, fitness and recreation along with 
the positive impact it can have on public health and the environment.  

 
“Given the influx of residents and commuters in New York City, the Caucus wants to do everything possible to make 
our transportation systems as dynamic and rich as possible. Expanding transportation options to include features like 
Citi Bike will allow us to lessen the burden on our congested trains and make out communities more sustainable in the 
long term,” said Co-Chair, Council Member Antonio Reynoso.  

 
“Bike to Work Day increases awareness of cyclists needs for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers alike. With more cyclists 
on the road than any other day of the year, drivers and pedestrians learn how to more safely interact with cyclists. As 
the most bike friendly city according to Bicycling Magazine, it is incumbent upon us to continue to lead and 
incentivize more and more New Yorkers to use environmentally friendly modes of transportation like cycling. I know 
that with more and more communities having access to the CitiBike network and other affordable bike rentals we will 
beat our own records and have more New Yorkers than ever, from every socio-economic background, riding on our 
roadways,” said Transportation Committee Chairman, Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez. 

 
Members of the Progressive Caucus and bike allies led two contingents that rode from meeting point in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn and convened on the steps of City Hall for a rally to talk about improvement to the current state of 
cycling including: increasing bike safety by expanding education programs, resources and practices throughout the 
city; creating more biking infrastructure by supporting the development of bike lanes, paths and dynamic arterials; 
improving bike access by legislating more inclusive building policies and efficiencies for abandoned bike removal; and 
lastly the continued call for expanding citi bike to provide city-wide access to this bike share network.   

 
"Commuting needs to get easier regardless of how you get to work. Today I bike to work at City Hall to support a 
better commute through investment in our public transportation infrastructure. Every person biking to work, is one 
less person driving a car or taking a seat on public transit, making it easier for everyone else to get to work too," said 
Vice-Chair, Council Member Ben Kallos.  

 
"As a frequent biker myself, I often come to City Hall along the Hudson River. It is so nice to not only have a 
gorgeous view, but to also know that I am doing something that’s good for my health and the environment. I believe 
that we can find a way to balance the needs of bike riders with the concerns of pedestrians and community members, 
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and I look forward to increasing bike safety, improving bike access, and creating biking infrastructure to benefit all 
New Yorkers," said Vice-Chair, Council Member Helen Rosenthal.  
 
“Biking to work is not only fun, it’s good for you and good for the planet,” said Council Member Brad Lander.  
‘I’m glad I got a chance to get some exercise on my way to City Hall this morning, and I hope our ride raises 
awareness about the importance of improving bike safety, creating bike infrastructure, improving access, and 
expanding Citi Bike to more neighborhoods. I’m glad to work with Chairs Rodriguez of the Transportation 
Committee and Williams of the Committee on Housing and Buildings to ensure that buildings are required to provide 
common sense access to allow workers and residents to bring their bikes into their buildings (including a bill 
introduced by Council Member Williams today).  I am also excited to work with my fellow Council Members and the 
administration on a bill we are re-introducing today that will improve the removal of abandoned, derelict bikes. These 
rusted, old bikes take up much needed bike parking, are often not removed in a timely manner, and they become 
eyesores in our streetscapes.” 
 
“The changing landscape of New York City’s transportation infrastructure offers us a unique opportunity to explore 
different options for our commute. Biking is an important—and increasingly popular—option that is becoming more 
feasible for more New Yorkers. Bike to Work Week gives us the space to talk about the contributions that biking 
makes to our health and to our recreational options, but also to talk about how we can make our City riper for biking. 
As a biker, I know firsthand that we have a way to go to ensure that biking in New York is as safe and accessible as 
possible,” said Council Member Carlos Menchaca.  
 
“We’re thrilled to join our friends in the Council for City Council Bike-to-Work Day, and for their commitment to 

ensuring that every day can be a safe bike-to-work day for anyone who chooses to ride, said StreetsPAC Treasurer, 

Eric McClure. “We look forward to working with these progressive leaders to accelerate the the expansion of a 

world-class network of protected cycling infrastructure that will connect all of New York’s neighborhoods.”  

"It's exciting to see more and more New Yorkers riding their bikes to work, and to see our elected officials supporting 

biking as an integral part of the transportation system. With the number of bike commuters on the rise, and with Citi 

Bike expanding into more neighborhoods, the City needs to act now to rebuild dangerous streets, to keep New 

Yorkers safer as they bike and walk around the five boroughs," said Transportation Alternative Executive 

Director Paul Steely White.  

“The years of hard work and dedication to creating more bike infrastructure for New York City has really begun to 
change the way people travel,” said Jay Walder, President & CEO of Motivate, the parent company of Citi 
Bike. “We’re happy to be a part of it, and to grow bicycle ridership even more as we double the size of the Citi Bike 
program, starting this year.” 
 
“It's incredibly heartening to see the Progressive Caucus take such demonstrative action on behalf of the New York 

City cycling community,” said Bike New York Education Director, Rich Conroy. “With these council members' 

support, Bike New York looks forward to bringing our free bike education programs to even more New Yorkers.”  

 


