
 

 

 

November 20, 2014  

Jay Walder, Chief Executive Officer 

Alta Bicycle Share 

711 SE Grand Avenue  

Portland, OR 97214  

 

Polly Trottenberg, Commissioner  

New York City Department of Transportation 

55 Water Street, 9th Floor 

New York, NY 10041

Dear Commissioner Trottenberg and Mr. Walder,  

 

We staunchly support strengthening New York City’s biking capacity in economically diverse and 

transit hungry communities. Biking expansion is the type of sustainable, alternative transportation 

measure that would benefit both our people and our planet. 

 

NYC public transportation has an exhaustive demand for networks to and around the city. The Citi 

Bike, bike-sharing system, is a great program that creates an opportunity to meet this need for many 

of our constituencies. Progressive Caucus members value the system’s goals to mitigate congestion 

and improve air quality as well as increase the menu of much needed transportation options. We also 

appreciate Citi Bikes commitment to inclusion with Discounted Annual Memberships for selected 

Community Development Credit Union members and NYCHA residents.  

 

Last month, we were pleased to learn that Citi Bike was doubling its bicycles and operating docks. 

We welcomed the long-awaited expansion to neighborhoods such as Western Queens and Northern 

Brooklyn. We look forward to working with you on this second phase and future expansion efforts 

but want to emphasize the need that this growth occurs in a fair and equitable manner. 

 

Our hope is that Citi Bike’s additional 6,000 units service a diverse demographic with special 

consideration to transportation access and socioeconomic status. Ideally, there will be a rich variety 

of neighborhoods targeted for this benefit including densely populated areas such as Washington 

Heights, immigrant communities like Flatbush, high-need areas such as Staten Island, etc. 

 

With consideration for the need to establish continual and adjacent Citi Bike zones, members of the 

Caucus desire swift execution of adding 1,000 bikes next year in order to build out to critical areas 

across all five boroughs in upcoming years. If necessary to achieve rapid, robust and equitable 

extension, we are open to discussing public investment in this important initiative.  

 

We believe that now is an opportune time to invest in biking transportation as an environmentally 

sound commuting alternative. It serves to improve public health and ease over-utilized mass transit.  

 

Congratulations on your recent renewal and please see us as partners at the ready to ensure Citi 

Bike’s success. We would like to request a meeting to discuss the status of development and are 

looking forward to working together.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

The New York City Council Progressive Caucus 



 

 

                         
Council Member Antonio Reynoso, Co-Chair                                       Council Member Donovan Richards, Co-Chair 

                       
Council Member Ben Kallos, Vice-Chair for Policy                   Council Member Helen Rosenthal, Vice-Chair for Budget 

       
Council Member, Margaret Chin, Treasurer          Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, Chair, Committee on Transportation   

         
Council Member Brad Lander, Deputy Leader for Policy                          Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, Majority Leader  

        
Council Member Mark Levine, District7               Council Member Corey Johnson, District 3  

          
Council Member Ritchie Torres, District 15             Council Member Carlos Menchaca, District 38   

          
Council Member Stephen Levin, District 33             Council Member Daniel Dromm, District 25 

             
Council Member Deborah Rose, District 49                     Council Member Jumaane Williams, District 45 

 
Council Member Julissa Ferreras, District 21                      

 

 


