
 

 

 
 

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 

Governor of New York State 

NYS State Capitol Building 

Albany, NY 12224 

 

July 8, 2016  

 

Dear Governor Cuomo,  

 

Members of the New York City Council’s Progressive Caucus urge you to sign Assemblymember Linda B. 

Rosenthal and Senator Andrew J. Lanza’s legislation (A8704-C/ S6340-A) that will enable the city to recapture 

thousands of housing units illegally rented on short-term rental sites like Airbnb. We support this effort to 

empower investigators to crack down on illegal operators before illicit transactions occur. This groundbreaking 

measure will go a long way toward stopping the proliferation of illegal hotels that currently puts affordable 

housing at risk. 

 

New York City faces a housing crisis, which without substantive and immediate action from the State will 

continue to worsen over the next decade. Vacancy deregulation has led to widespread harassment, as landlords 

aggressively push tenants out of their homes and communities in order to remove units from rent regulation. 

Illegal hotels pose a grave threat to our city’s already limited stock of affordable housing, encourage landlord 

harassment, and create building-wide security, safety, and nuisance issues that disrupt the quality of life for 

tenants.  

 

The City has committed significant investments to reducing the nearly 26,000 illegal listings currently available 

online and accounting for nearly 2% of Manhattan’s housing stock. In addition to inspection efforts and litigation 

against the most egregious illegal hotel operators, this legislation would be another tool at our disposal to prevent 

this practice from further inflating property values and displacing tenants.  

 

We write you in support of legislation that examines and penalizes serial bad actors that are warehousing 

apartments for illegal use. Please join us by signing AM Rosenthal and Senator Lanza’s bills to help curb the 

rampant growth of this illegal profiteering.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

The Progressive Caucus of the New York City Council  

  

       
Council Member Antonio Reynoso, Co-Chair  Council Member Donovan Richards, Co-Chair  



 

 

 

     
Council Member Helen Rosenthal, Vice-Chair  Council Member Ben Kallos, Vice-Chair  

       
Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer   Council Member I. Daneek Miller 

     
Council Member Corey Johnson    Council Member Jumaane D. Williams  

       
Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez    Council Member Ritchie Torres  

     
Council Member Mark Levine     Council Member Margaret Chin  

     
Council Member Brad Lander     Council Member Debi Rose 

 
Council Member Carlos Menchaca 


