
 

June 19, 2017 

 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 

City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Commissioner James P. O’Neill 

New York City Police Department 

One Police Plaza 

New York, NY 10038 

 

Dear Mayor de Blasio & Commissioner O’Neill: 

 
We have been disappointed with how our city has handled the aftermath of killing of Ramarley 

Graham, including the disciplinary proceedings of Richard Haste. It has been over five years 

since Graham was killed, yet there is no urgency to provide full accountability. We write to 

request immediate action from your administration to hold the remaining officers responsible for 

Ramarley Graham’s killing and its related misconduct accountable in a transparent manner. 

NYPD trial dates should be scheduled for the two other officers (Sergeant Scott Morris and 

Officer John McLoughlin), who were charged by the department in the same year (2012) that 

Graham was killed. We urge you to publicly release the departmental charges that these officers 

face, along with start dates for their trials, without any further wavering.  

 
We also request that the NYPD fully comply with state Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) by 

providing all information about Graham’s killing that his family has sought from the department. 

While we understand alleged NYPD non-compliance is now the subject of a lawsuit, the 

department can resolve such outstanding issues by demonstrating transparency and releasing all 

FOIL- qualified information about Graham’s killing. This extreme example of non-compliance – 

to a request by the family of police killing victim from five years ago – only further highlights 

the department’s continuing deficiency in respecting and observing FOIL more broadly. It is 

particularly troubling, given the department’s decision to restrict access to body camera footage 

as only available upon FOIL request.  

 
It is disgraceful that after more than five years since killing Ramarley and subsequently accruing 

pay raises and overtime, Richard Haste was not immediately suspended when Deputy 

Commissioner Maldonado’s draft report was provided to the department. The NYPD’s failure to 

take swift action against Haste allowed him to resign. It was a failure of accountability and must 

not be repeated for the several other officers involved in Graham’s killing. It was troubling 

enough that Haste never even faced departmental charges that fully represented the extent of his 



actions and misconduct – his shooting of Ramarley was considered justified by the NYPD, and 

his use-of-force against Ramarley’s grandmother after the killing while threatening to shoot her 

went unaccounted. There were several officers involved in an extensive range of misconduct 

related to Ramarley Graham’s killing. That misconduct includes, but is not limited to: 

 Several officers forcibly entered the family’s home without a warrant or sufficient legal 

justification, including Officer John McLoughlin, who also kicked in the door to the 

family’s apartment.  

 Ramarley’s grandmother was improperly detained and interrogated for seven hours at the 

47
th

 Precinct after her grandson was killed, and her attorney and family were denied 

access to her after requesting it. 

 NYPD released several pieces of inaccurate and misleading information to the media and 

public about the incident that appeared to be efforts to justify their improper actions.  

o The department initially claimed Ramarley ran from officers, which surveillance 

video later debunked, but the NYPD never retracted this public assertion. 

o Surveillance video contradicted NYPD’s initial claim that officers sought forcible 

entry into the home after no one answered. Officers attempted forcibly entry from 

the moment they approached the home. This claim was never retracted. 

o The department claimed there was a struggle between Ramarley and Haste before 

the shooting. Though this claim was abandoned due to eyewitness testimony, this 

misrepresentation was included in NYPD’s official documentation of the incident. 

 NYPD employees also improperly accessed and anonymously leaked Ramarley’s 

criminal justice record to the media, including arrests as a minor that had been dismissed 

and/or sealed and were unauthorized for access or release.  

We request answers on which officers were involved in many of these actions, including the 

interrogation of Ramarley’s grandmother at the 47
th

 Precinct and the release of inaccurate 

information about Ramarley. If no officers have been held accountable for these actions, we are 

request an explanation on how this misconduct is being addressed. Without full accountability, 

this city cannot make any assurance to other young people that this will not happen again, to 

them, their family or community members. We hope you will fulfill this request to ensure the 

safety and protection of our residents. 

Sincerely, 

The Progressive Caucus of the New York City Council 

  


