
 
 

 

Tuesday, June 18, 2019 
 
The Honorable Bill de Blasio 
Mayor of the City of New York 
City Hall, New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Mayor de Blasio,  
 
Last week, several elected officials wrote a letter to Mayor Bill de Blasio expressing concerns 
over Chancellor Richard Carranza’s leadership and efforts to integrate the New York City public 
school system. As members of Black Latino Asian Caucus (BLAC) and Progressive Caucus of 
the New York City Council, we reaffirm our commitment to promoting equity in schools, and 
support the Chancellor’s efforts to ensure opportunity for all.  
  
Chancellor Carranza inherited a public school system with glaring racial disparities that have 
been perpetuated for decades. These inequities have implications for every aspect of a child's 
education, from the school admissions process to educational quality to resource allocation to the 
severity of disciplinary measures. Inequity in our schools is not a new phenomenon, but rather 
one with complex origins and systemic roots. Thus, addressing these deep rooted inequities must 
take a systemic and often challenging approach. 
  
While most New Yorkers are aware of the divisions within our public school system, these 
inequities are most visceral and apparent to those who are directly affected by these unjust 
policies: students of color. These inequities have long lasting and far reaching repercussions for 
these students - ones that will affect their ability to succeed both in the New York City school 
system and beyond. 
  
Initiatives to tackle systematic inefficiency within the agency, improve responsiveness, and most 
importantly, address long entrenched racial biases are long overdue. This need for change was 
apparent when the search for a new head of the DOE began. Chancellor Carranza has been a 
strong ally in pushing such integration efforts, most recently by committing to adopting 62 
recommendations to foster fairness and equity in our schools - in collaboration with students of 
color who are directly affected by these issues and who have led the advocacy to further racial 
integration, increase support for vulnerable students, and promote diversity and culturally 
responsive curriculum in New York City schools. 
  
Racial integration is not a zero sum game. Providing equal opportunity to black and brown 
students and students of color in general does not deprive others from those same opportunities. 
As long as we continue to view improving educational experiences for some as taking 
opportunities away from others, our progress on these issues will be arrested. These integration 

 



 
 

policies are exactly the kind of decisive, bold, intervention that we need to make our school 
system fair and accessible for all students. 
 

  
Council Member Mark Treyger 
Chair of the Education Committee 

 
Council Member Daneek Miller 
Co-Chair of the BLAC 
Member of the Progressive Caucus 
 

 
Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez 
Vice Co-Chair of the BLAC 
Member of the Progressive Caucus 

 
Council Member Carlos Menchaca  
Vice-Chair of the Progressive Caucus 
Member of the BLAC 
 

 
Council Member Keith Powers 
Vice-Chair of the Progressive Caucus 
 

 
Council Member Carlina Rivera 
Member of the BLAC, Progressive Caucus  

 
Council Member Debi Rose 
Member of the BLAC, Progressive Caucus  

 
Council Member Inez Barron 
Member of the BLAC 

 
Council Member Diana Ayala 
Co-Chair of the Progressive Caucus 
Member of the BLAC  
 

 
Council Member Adrienne Adams 
Vice Co-Chair of the BLAC 
Member of the Progressive Caucus  
 

 
Council Member Ben Kallos 
Co-Chair of the Progressive Caucus 
 

 
Council Member Antonio Reynoso 
Member of the BLAC, Progressive Caucus  
 

 
Council Member Alicka Ampry-Samuel 
Member of the BLAC, Progressive Caucus  
 

 
Council Member Brad Lander 
Member of the Progressive Caucus 
 

 
Council Member Helen Rosenthal 
Member of the Progressive Caucus 
 

 
Council Member Vanessa Gibson 
Member of the BLAC 



 
 

 

 
Council Member Stephen Levin  
Member of the Progressive Caucus 
 

 
Council Member Rafael Salamanca  
Member of the BLAC 
 

 
Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer 
Member of the Progressive Caucus 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Council Member Robert Cornegy 
Member of the BLAC 
 

 
Council Member Mark Levine 
Member of the Progressive Caucus 
 

 
Council Member Andy King 
Member of the BLAC 


